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Mental Health Act 2014 — Flowchart
Inpatient treatment order in a general hospital

A psychiatrist examines a person at a place other than an authorised hospital and makes a Form 6B — Inpatient treatment order in a
general hospital if the patient’s physical condition requires this, and the Chief Psychiatrist consents.
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The involuntary patient can be detained in the general hospital for the period specified in the order which can initially be up to

21 days (adults) or 14 days (children).
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Every 7 days while the patient is detained in the general hospital, the treating psychiatrist must report to the Chief Psychiatrist.
Attachment to Form 6B

At any time while the person is on the inpatient treatment order the
psychiatrist can (without examining the person) make one of the following
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decisions:
A 4 A 4
An order revoking the A community treatment
inpatient treatment order order
Form 6B Form 5A

On or within 7 days before the inpatient treatment order expires (if the
patient is still in a general hospital), a psychiatrist must examine the
patient and make one of the following decisions:
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(Note: If the psychiatrist does not examine the patient/make an order
before the inpatient treatment order expires, the order ends and the
person must be allowed to leave).
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Continuation of the inpatient An order revoking the A community
) treatment order for up to a inpatient treatment treatment order
N further 3 months (adults) or order Form 5A
28 days (children) Form 6B
Form 6C
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Once this no longer poses a significant risk to the patient’s physical health, the patient must be transferred to an authorised hospital
on a transfer order.
Form 4C
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If necessary a transport order can be made to enable this transfer to occur.
Form 4A
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Patient admitted to authorised hospital (Form 6B now functions as an inpatient treatment order in an authorised hospital).
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If the psychiatrist who made the Form 6B and the patient were not in each other’s physical presence (e.g. used AV) during the
examination to make the inpatient treatment order, and since then there has been no face-to-face examination, then within 24 hours
of the patient being admitted to the authorised hospital a psychiatrist at the authorised hospital must confirm the order.

Form 6D

(Note: If the order is not confirmed the person is free to leave)

Please see the Forms and the Inpatient treatment order - Checklist of Mental Health Act 2014 requirements for further information



